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Pharmacy Technician 

 
By Cindy Dziadek 

Concordia Hospital 
  
Pharmacy Technicians are 
responsible for performing 
the technical functions nec-
essary for the general day to 
day operations of the depart-
ment.  Technicians prepare 
medications and participate 
in the overall distribution of 
medication and inventory 
management within the hos-
pital. 
 
 Responsibilities include: 
 
 Using computer gener-

ated Pyxis reports, refills, 
loads, unloads and main-
tains medication in Pyxis 
medstations on the nurs-
ing units. 

 
 Pyxis is a system that 

automates the distribu-
tion, management and 
control of medications 
within the hospital located 
in patient-care areas. 

 
 P r e p a c k a g e  u n i t 

dose/unit of use medica-
tions using a variety if unit 
dose packaging methods 
and techniques. 

 
 Check the completeness 

and accuracy of work per-
formed by co-workers. 

 
 Monitors assigned nurs-

ing unit ward stocks, in-
cluding regular stock re-
placement, checking for 
and retrieval of expired or 
unusable pharmaceuti-
cals and reporting defi-
ciencies. 

 
 Prepares a variety of par-

enteral injectables that 
include epidurals, anti-
neoplastics drugs, nutri-
tional products, potas-
sium product and miscel-
laneous unit of use dos-
age forms by means of 
aseptic technique. 

 
 Performs inventory man-

agement functions of the 
department including or-
dering, requisitioning, re-
ceipt, storage and distri-
bution of drugs and sup-
plies.  Manages the dis-
posal of outdated or un-
wanted drugs.  Assists in 
the preparation and main-
tenance of financial and 

inventory control records 
and reports.  Liaises with 
the WRHA Logistic Ser-
vices. 

 
 Gathers records and 

compiles workload and 
other statistics for depart-
mental records. 

 
 Orients, trains and super-

vised students and new 
technicians including as-
sessing competencies of 
Pharmacy Technician 
students. 

  
Qualifications: 
 
 Graduate of a recognized 

Pharmacy Technician 
Program 

 Recent hospital phar-
macy experience  

 Experience with auto-
mated unit dose distribu-
tion system 

 Knowledge of computer 
systems 

 Good interpersonal, com-
munication and organiza-
tional skills 

 Ability to work with mini-
mal supervision 

 
Pharmacy Technicians have 
a very important role in the 
Pharmacy Department and 
work closely with Pharma-
cists to provide the best ser-
vice and care to patients.  
The role of Pharmacy Techs 
has greatly expanded and 
will continue to grow over the 
coming years. 


